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World Contraception Day 2008 
The Risks and Impact of Unplanned Pregnancy 

In Europe

»	 The use of modern contraception varies from 19% in Poland to around 81% in the UK1

»	 �More than one in ten (11.6%) adolescents use the withdrawal method,2 which is very unreliable because small 

drops of sperm can escape from the penis into the vagina before the man ejaculates3 

»	 �13% of 15-year-old students, who had engaged in sexual intercourse had not used any form of contraception 	

when they last had sex2

In Latin America/Caribbean

»	 Approximately 50% of adolescents under the age of 17 in the region are sexually active4

»	 On average, 38% of women in the region become pregnant before reaching the age of 204

In Asia

»	 �Use of contraception in Asia varies considerably from 2% in Pakistan to 44% in Indonesia with the 	

vast majority of unmarried, sexually active adolescents not using any contraception, or only using traditional 

contraceptive methods5

In Africa

»	 30% of the 40 million pregnancies occurring each year are unplanned6 

»	 4.8 million (12%) of unplanned pregnancies result in abortion6

In the US

»	 �The 7% of American women who do not use contraceptives account for around half (47%) of 	

unintended pregnancies7

»	 The US has one of the highest teenage fertility rates in the developed world8
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